
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 18 June 2020] 

 p3896b-3896b 
Hon Darren West 

 [1] 

MINISTER FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT — HON ROBIN SCOTT’S COMMENTS 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [5.53 pm]: I want to reflect very briefly on 
a member’s statement that was made earlier tonight in which there was an attack on my very good friend and 
parliamentary colleague, and I wish to say a few words in her defence. 

The statement was made by a member of this house who, to my best knowledge, has yet to rack up an achievement 
as a member of Parliament. 

Hon Colin Tincknell interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Member and Hon Colin Tincknell, I will say this. Member, I appreciate why you feel the need 
to respond, but you need to be very cautious that you do not go down the same pathway and be picked up in a similar 
manner to how I picked up the earlier speaker. Although I may not have mentioned it, I alerted that member to 
standing order 45 on imputations and personal reflections. It was the personal reflections that were being made 
about the minister that I took umbrage with, because that was becoming quite disorderly, and that is not appropriate. 
I say to you: I appreciate why you feel the need to rise to your feet and defend your colleague, but in doing so, I would 
encourage you not to go down the same pathway and reflect in a perhaps inappropriate way upon an earlier speaker.  

Hon DARREN WEST: Thank you, Madam President, and I appreciate your very sage advice. It was not my 
intention to spend much time at all talking about the member who made the statement, but rather to point out 
the contrast between him and my very good friend and colleague Hon Alannah MacTiernan who has, in more than 
20 years as a member of this Parliament, made an enormous contribution to the state of Western Australia through 
infrastructure projects and massive changes to departments. Over the last few years we have seen the rebuilding 
of the Department of Agriculture and Food, the rebuilding of royalties for regions, and the rebuilding of the 
Department of Regional Development. These are enormous contributions to our state of Western Australia by 
a very capable minister who is not only a talented politician who stands for many good things and has achieved 
many good things, but is also a really, really good person. I do not appreciate someone whom I consider not to be 
of that ilk making such disparaging remarks about such a great Western Australian who has done great things for 
our state, and who I think deserves more respect when being referred to. I think those remarks were unnecessary 
and uncalled for, and I would like to think that the member who made those remarks might perhaps reflect on them 
and, in the future, apologise. But I will stand proudly with my colleague Hon Alannah MacTiernan as a great mentor 
to me, a great politician, and someone who has done great things for Western Australia. I cannot sit there and listen 
to criticism from someone in that way. 

House adjourned at 5.57 pm 
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